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Visser 't Hooft Comments on Pope's Action 


(Geneva) - The decision of Pope John XXIII to convene the Ecumenical Council to 
study the question of Christian unity is of "special significance for the World 
Council of Churches", according to a statement issued on January 27 in Geneva by 
Dr. W.A. Visser 't Hooft, general secretary of the WCC. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft points out, however, that "much depends on the manner 
in which the guestion of Christian unity will be approached". But he added that 
the World Council continues to stand for a method "by which the churches meet to- 
gether in conference in order to decide by common consent what steps should be 
taken towards the reunion of the churches". ‘The question is, he said, "how 
ecumenical will the council be in composition and in spirit". 


The Pope's decision to call the council, the first since 1870, was announced 
in Rome on Sunday, January 25. 


The text of Dr. Visser 't Hooft's statement follows. 


"The announcement that Pope John XXIII has decided to call an Ecumenical 
Council is of special significance for the World Council of Churches because it 
is accompanied by the statement that this council 'will have as one of its objec- 
tives the invitation to the separated communities to seek the unity which so many 
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souls in all parts of the world desire ardently'. 


"The World Council of Churches exists to help the churches to manifest the 
essential unity of the Church of Christ and takes therefore a deep interest in all 
initiatives taken to further unity whether they come from one of its member churches 
or from a church outside its membership. 


"Much depends however on the manner in which the council will be called and 
the spirit in which the question of Christian unity will be approached. The Firsts 
news reports spoke of 'seeking together the basis of a return to unity'. Later 
reports speak only of an invitation addressed to the separated communities to seek 
unity. The difference between these two statements is considerable. Until 
further explanations are given on this point, we cannot speak with any certainty. 
The World Council has always stood and will continue to stand for the method by 
which the churches meet together in conference in order to decide by common con- 
sent what steps should be taken towards the reunion of the churches. 


"In other words the question is: how ecumenical will the council be in com— 
position and in spirit? We can only express the hope that the Roman Catholic 
Church will draw the necessary consequences from the development of the ecumenical 
movement over the last forty years. All Christians, whatever their confession, 
hope and pray that this historic event may be used for the advancement of the 
cause of that Christian unity for which our Lord prayed." BPS, Geneva 


Dissent Marks Istanbul Election of New York Archbishop 


(Istanbul) - The Holy Synod of the Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople has 
been split by failure to agree on the choice of a successor to the late Archbishop 
Michael of North and South America, the former head of the more than one million 
Greek Orthodox Christians in the Western Hemisphere, who died on July 13, 1958. 


Disagreement among the twelve bishops in the synod came to a head two weeks 
ago when four metropolitans were expelled from the synod by the Ecumenical Patriarch. 
for having defamed a candidate for the office in interviews given to the Turkish 
press. The four metropolitans had charged that the Metropolitan James of Melita, 
representative of the Ecumenical Patriarch at the headquarters of the World Council 
of Churches in Geneva, was engaged in anti-Turkish activities. The Ecumenical 
Patriarchate is located in Turkey and the Patriarch is himself a Turkish citizen. 
The charges against the Metropolitan James were strongly denied in statements issued 
from the Patriarchate. A spokesman of the World Council of Churches emphasized 
that it was "well known that the Ecumenical Patriarch had made strong efforts for 
good relations with the Turkish government" and that the Metropolitan James of 
Melita had taken the same line. 


Expulsion of the four metropolitans leaves eight members in the former twelve- 
member synod, which has direct jurisdiction over the American church and is charged 
with appointing its head, The synod has now been reconvened, but it is not known 
whether it will proceed to vote on the choice of the new archbishop for America. 

EPS, Geneva 


York Convocation Adopts Five-Point Racial Charter 

(York) - A five-point charter for race relations adopted by the Convocation of 
York, England, this month, called for the formation in every big city of an inter— 
church committee to study housing, employment and vice. 
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There are about 192,000 coloured people in the United Kingdom, the convocation 
said, and suggested in its other four points that “our own people" be taught the 
theology of race; “opening our homes" to coloured people; opening clubs for peo- 
ple of different races; appointing missionaries returned from work overseas to 
areas with a large coloured population. 


The convocation said it took note of "the multi-racial communities in many 
of our great cities and commends the problem involved to the study of the church 
and the welfare of men and women in other races to special care''. EPS, Geneva 


Australian Youth Conference Held 


( Canberra) - The third Australian conference of Christian youth which ended in 
Canberra on January 21, was attended by 180 youth leaders from eight Australian 
churches, the YMCA, the YWCA and the Student Christian Movement, and delegates 


from New Zealand, Malaya, Japan, Indonesia, Nauru, North Borneo, India, Tonga and 
Da fa 


The Rev. Harry Daniel, general secretary of the Indian Student Christian 
Movement, the conference's main speaker, told the delegates that "the Church is 
often justly criticised for living in-an artificial world". He maintained that 
"there is much truth, even today, in Marx's comment, 'religion is the opiate of 
the people’. Even many Christians feel that the Church obscures Christianity's 
central figure. One of the Church's mistaken views about evangelism is seen in 
the idea of going out into the world, collecting a couple of scalps and rushing 
back to safety". Mr. Daniel said this was a heresy. that saw the world as basi-: 
cally evil and the Church as a separated centre of holiness. 


At the conference's opening session, the Rt. Rev. E.H. Burgmann, the Anglican 
Bishop of Canberra-Goulburn, reminded the delegates that "we all have a special 
responsibility to our neighbours. We in Australia find them immediately in the 
whole Asian world. Geographically we are part of that world, and all our think- 
ing must take this fact into account." 


Dr. John Burton, a former top official of the Australian Department of 
External Affairs, criticised government policy and said that Australians were 
afraid of partnership with Asia and called on the Church to lead the way. 

BPS, Geneva 


WCC Helps Resettle 10,190 Refugees in 1958 


(Geneva) ~ A total of 10,190 persons were helped to move to new homes overseas 
during 1958 by the Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service to Refugees of the 
World Council of Churches, according to figures just released. 


The largest group - 3,788 - was resettled in Australia. The year's largest 


movement was from Hong Kong as 2,112 persons were resettled. During December, 
504 persons were moved from the crowded colony. Other large movements included 
1,868 persons from Greece and 1,614 persons from Austria. EPS, Geneva 
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US Volunteer Agencies Send $128,769,000 of Goods Abroad 


(Washington) - American religious and voluntary organisations contributed 
$128,769,000 worth of relief and rehabilitation supplies to persons overseas 
during the fiscal year of 1958, the Department of State has anhounced, 


Total shipments made under the auspices of the voluntary agencies amounted 
to 691,973 tons during the fiscal year, which ended on June 30, 1958. 


Church World Service, relief arm of the National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the USA, distributed $17,700,000 worth of food, clothing and medical 


supplies. Catholic Relief Services of the National Catholic Welfare Conference 
distributed almost $79,400,000 in supplies and Lutheran World Relief sent 
$8,700,000 worth of goods abroad. EPS, Geneva 


YS Methodists Urged to Help Resettle Refugees 


(Buck Hill Falls, Pennsylvania) - Methodists in the United States have been urged 
to find places for 2,000 refugees during the next two and a half years. Speaking 
at the annual meeting of the church's Board of Missions in Buck Hill Falls, Penn- 
sylvania, last week, Dr. Gaither P. Warfield said that several mundred refugees 
from Indonesia, Hong Kong, the Middle East and other countries will receive their 
visas in the next few months. 


The Methodist Committee for Overseas Relief, which Dr. Warfield heads, is . 
"committed to placing them in the US", he said. Church members also were asked 
to "help meet the relief needs of the world through MCOR". Dr. Warfield added 
that “in the months ahead, we may expect a number of natural catastrophes.... 
and we face heavy continuing responsibilities in Korea, India, the Middle East “ 
and elsewhere". 


A special mission has been sent to Cuba, it was announced, to determine what 
MCOR can do to aid in alleviating human need following the revolution. EPS, Geneva 


Bishop Lichtenberger Sees Growing Church Unity 


(Washington, D.C.) - Churches will move closer to unity during the next ten years 
and there will be new understanding between Protestants and Roman Catholics accord-— 
ing to Rt. Rev. Arthur Carl Lichtenberger, who took office as Presiding Bishop of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the US this month. 


Speaking at a news conference, the new presiding bishop said that he doubts 
whether Christian churches will ever unite in complete agreement about liturgy, 
doctrine and biblical interpretation. However, he said that the recent union of 
the Congregational Christian and Evangelical and Reformed churches into the United 
Church of Christ indicates a pattern ultimate merger may take. 


When asked about Roman Catholic-Protestant relations, Bishop Lichtenberger 
said: "I would include the Roman Catholic Church in my hopes for ultimate unity 
There are many signs, particularly in Europe, that we are coming into a period of 
greater understanding between Rome and the Protestant churches. It will. take 
patience and many years of work to bring about unity in the Christian Church but 
we are moving steadfastly in that direction." . 


ee i B Dioitizas by the Internet Archive 
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In his inaugural sermon, the bishop said that unity and mission are the two 
key words for the Church today. ‘"lhatever may be our convictions about the right 
approach to unity, all of us should pray that the Church may be visibly one," he 
continued. "This is the unity God has given us but we have broken that unity and 
our witness is weakened because we are divided. How hard it is for a divided 
Church to bear witness of the one Lord to a divided world." BPS, Geneva 


Congregational Churches to Get Financial Help for Race Action 


(New York) <— A Congregational church in the United States whose financial support 

1s jeopardized because it makes its membership interracial will receive money from 
the Board of Home Missions, in line with a recent decision to put into practice the 
denomination's stated policy of "a nonsegregated church in a nonsegregated society". 


The action followed a two-year interview survey of 1,054 congregations which 
showed that only 12 per cent of the white Congregational Christian churches in 


metropolitan areas have Negro members and only 49 per cent would be willing to 
accept them, 


In addition to the decision to help local congregations, the board appropriated 
$2,500 for the work of the Division of Race Relations of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the USA, and $2,500 for the legal defence fund of the National 
Association for the Advancement of Coloured People. 


The board also said that if a church in a community needs'an associate pastor 
of another race, it will pay part of his salary. In the South, the board plans 
to give financial aid to white conferences that take Negroes into the staff to help 


coordinate activities with Negro conferences in the same area. Dr. Truman B. 
Douglass, executive vice president of the board, described such action as the first 
‘step toward fully interracial churches. EPS, Geneva 


Greek Bishops Postpone Reform 


(Athens) - A specially called meeting of the Bishops of the Church of Greece has 
aroused controversy in Athens by deciding to postpone revision of the Church's 
constitution for the time being. The bishops met on January 20. 

Although they agreed to a fifty per cent increase in priests' salaries, a 
measure approved by the Greek government, the bishops delayed action on proposals 
from the government about changing the constitution, which was adopted in its 
present form in 1943, during the occupation of Greece in World War Il. A thirteen- 
member committee was set up by the hierarchy to study the government proposals and 
report to the next bishops' meeting on October 1, 1959. 


Proposals for change will have to be submitted to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
of Constantinople because some dioceses of the Greek Church in Epirus and Thrace 
come directly under the Patriarchate. 


Government spokesmen, lay theological professors and sections of the daily 
press have commented critically on what they regard as the hierarchy's delay.) iney 
call on the government to take the matter into its own hands because dogmas of the 
church are not involved and only administrative changes are called for. 


Among reforms proposed to the bishops are the abolition of the practice of 
transferring bishops from one diocese to another, the reduction of the number of 
dioceses, more rigid requirements of experience and character in candidates for the 
rank of bishop and regular annual meetings of the hierarchy. The last of these 
points has been accepted by the bishops. EPS, Geneva 
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South African Catholic Bishops Say schools May Close 


(Cape Town) - The outlook for Roman Catholic schools in South Africa is " >] oomy" 
according to a statement, issued by the Bishops' Conference, which says that the 
country's 500 Qatholic schools are in jeopardy. 


Causing the trouble, the bishops say, is the Bantu Education Act, passed in 
1953. Roman Catholics refused then to turn their schools over to the state in 
order to get financial subsidies, but the bishops say that "despite the £750,000 
($2,100,000) raised by the 1955 Bishops! Campaign, several bishops have already 
had to close some schools for lack of funds. At most, the present Catholic 
Mission School Fund can only hope to last until the beginning of 1961." 


, "Two factors are effectively undermining the whole Roman Catholic system of 
African education," the bishops said. "The first is the removal of state sub- 


Sidization and the second is the withdrawal of government registration of some 
schools." 


Since the passing of the act, 24 Catholic mission schools have closed; some 
schools have been refused registration; others have been given only temporary 
registration and an increasing number are being refused. 


The bishops also pointed out that in the near future, only two of the Roman 
Catholic Church's teacher training colleges for Africans will be open and their 
degrees are no longer recognised by the state. EPS, Geneva 


Strife Over Atom Question Continues in Rhineland 


(Dtisseldorf) - A theological conference of the "Rhineland Convention", formed last 
year within the churches of the region, has sharply attacked the north German 
"Church Brotherhoods", some German synods and the Swiss Theologian, Karl Barth. 


A programme was approved by the Convention, urging reconsideration of the 
Church's mission, re-definition of its role as political "watchman", a clear con- 
ception of the divinely appointed task of secular powers and removal of "misuse in 
the Church of controversy on the atomic question". ; 


The conference debated atomic armament and heard Professor Walter Ktinneth of 
Erlangen call Christian decision on this point "a matter for personal judgment". 
Professor Kiinneth said that attitudes taken up about atomic weapons did not depend 
on the Christian faith as such, because the Bible did not define the methods which 
might justifiably be used by the secular authorities in using their "power of the 
sword". "Might not the possession of atomic armaments possibly represent a poli- 
tical form of Christian love, paradoxical as that may seem?" Dr. Ktinneth asked. 


Statements on atomic warfare made at Frankfurt recently by the Confessing 
Church Brotherhood groups were criticised by several speakers. Superintendent 
Heinrich Hthler of Elberfeld said that the statements made at Frankfurt set the 
Church in the position of being the supreme judge of the state. Superintendent | 
‘Hoéhler also warned against the emergence of what he called "subsidiary synods" in 
the churches and urged the dissolution of the outspokenly anti-war Brotherhoods. 


Pastor Erwin Wilkens, a church official from Hanover, attacked Karl Barth's 
teaching about the "political service of the Christian", describing it as opposed 
to Luther's doctrine of the two separated realms of church and state. Pastor 
Wilkens deplored the recent development of political controversy in the ranks of 
the ministry and appealed for observance of the distinction between matters of 
basic faith and matters that called for the exercise of personal judgment. 

EPS, Geneva 
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In Brief a 


The Austrian Bible Committee is working on the first edition of the New 
Testament in the Ilamba language, which will be sent to the Ilamba speaking people 
in Hast Central Tanganyika, as a gift from the Protestants in Austria. The trans- 
lation was made in Tanganyika by a committee appointed by the Lutheran Augustana 
Mission of America, while the original suggestion to undertake this project came 
from Bishop Kivind Berggrav, who was president of the United Bible Societies. 


an) ee 


Patriarch German of the Serbian Orthodox Church, has urged all Orthodox 


Christians in Yugoslavia to buy their candles in the churches. He hopes that by 
selling more candles the church will be able to do without any state subsidies. 
* ¥ 


The British and Foreign Bible Society branch in Belgrade has now obtained per- 
mission to import 200 Bibles a month in the form of registered parcels from abroad. 
This marks a relaxation of the prohibition against importing Bibles, in effect 

since September 1956. 
x % 


In a divorce case which came before the court at Stralsund, in Eastern Germany, 
the custody of two children was given to the father because the mother had bcoen 
bringing them up as strict church-goers. The reason given for the decision was 

that this education “is not in accordance with the spirit of democracy, socialism, 
patriotism or international friendship". 


Sa (eb 


; Bishop John Cullberg of the Church of Sweden and Dr. H.H. Wolf, director of 
the Ecumenical Institute of the World Council of Churches, near Geneva, left Geneva 
for Cyprus on January 27. The Central Committee of the WCC last summer “instruc- 
_ted the WCC's officers to arrange for a fraternal delegation to go to Cyprus to 
visit the authorities of the Church of Cyprus at the first appropriate moment and 
-to report to the officers and to the WCC's Executive Committee on its conversations 


With them". 
* * 


4 The Lutheran World Federation held its third conference for European minority 
» churches at Hohrodherg, France, from January 12 to 16. It was attended by forty- 
eight delegates from cleven European churches, including the USSR, Yugoslavia and 


Poland. 
* * 


Fidel Castro, leader of the revolution in Cuba, has stated that religious 
instruction will be restored in the state schools in Cuba, because in his view 
religion is the best basis for moral training. The social legislation of the 
country must also be carried out in accordance with Christian principles, he said. 


Ze) Bs 


A Gutenberg Bible, more than 500 years old, has been returned to a Polish 
museum, from which it was removed 19 years ago for safe-kecping during World War 
i The Bible, valued at more than $500,000, and art treasures, were brought to 

mine Us by officials in 1940. 


x * 
| Christian Endeavour Weck was held in many American churches from January 25 
to February 1. EPS, Geneva 
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A Special Report 


Geneva Professor Stresses Problems Facing Ecumenical Council 


(Geneva) - Professor Jaques Courvoisier, rector of the University of Geneva and 
teacher of church history in its theological faculty, has commented on the Pope's 
decision to call a general council on Christian unity. 


Writing in the daily “Journal de Genéve", Professor Courvoisier asks "Which 
bishops are likely to be summoned? Only those of Roman Christendom, as was the 
case at the Vatican Council of 1870? In that case the council would be ecumenical 
in name only and certainly not in reality. In addition, we are informed that the 
aim will be 'to seek with representatives of churches separated from Rome means of 
Bealiasing the unity of all Christians'". 


The article says that "in that case the bishops of the Orthodox communion must 
be thought of first and these come from churches found in the overwhelming majority 
on the other side of the iron curtain. Whether they could come to a council like 
this", continues Dr. Courvoisier, “raises a problem if only from the political point 
of view. If they were unable to attend would not the Eastern patriarchs and the 
Church of Greece be left in an exposed minority position together with the churches 
that have issued from them?" 


Professor Courvoisier says that if the Orthodox were able to come "that would 
mean in itself a quite new attitude toward them on the part of the Church of Rome, 
because we know from history that those invited to the Council of Trent in 1545 and 
of the Vatican in 1870 did not come on account of the tone of the invitation 
addressed to them", 


The writer points out that the Eastern churches recognise the Pope as the 
Patriarch of the West, but not as head of the universal or Catholic church. 


Affirming that it is not strictly accurate any longer to speak of the council 
as "ecumenical", Professor Courvoisier points out that since the East-West schism 
of the eighth century there has been no general council that has represented the 
Christian East and West. "Since that time", he declares, "the Orthodox have never 
thought it was possible to call an ecumenical council". He asks whether "the 
Orthodox churches will admit without further comment the ecumenical character of 
this council, in view of the fact that for them, an ecumenical council is always 
the final and supreme authority of the Church?" 


Turning to the possible reaction of Protestant and post-reformation churches 
separated from Rome, the professor observes that the reports of the Pope's initia-— 
tive speak of an invitation to the “bishops of the entire world". He asks whether 
Anglican bishops are included, and if so says it seems hard to imagine that "Rome 
would recognise them as such, that is to say recognise their episcopal consecration 
as valid, a step flatly refused at the end of the last century by Leo XIII." 


On the other hand, Dr. Courvoisier indicates that a meeting like this would 
seem strange without them, yet it would be equally strange for them to accept an 
invitation that involved failure to recognise the validity of their orders. aie 
the Anglicans were there, what capacity would they come in?" he asks. 


Referring to the possible reaction of Calvinists, Lutherans and other Protestants, 
Professor Courvoisier remarks that "they are not acquainted with the episcopate as it 
is known in its so-called "Catholic" form, but that they "might have difficulty in 
secing denied in one way or another the reality of their churches as such. Roman 
theology refers to them only as sociological enormities", the writer adds and ex- 
presses the fear that the validity of their orders and ministerial ordinations would 
be denied. EPS, Geneva 
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New Publications 


The International Review of Missions 


The January issue of The International Review of lissions, surveys the year 
1958, tracing the present missionary outreach of the Church outside the Western 
world, commenting on the role of the church in Asia, including China, the Near 
Kast, Africa and Latin America. Also included in the survey is a report on work 
with the Jews and relations with the Roman Catholic Church. On the subject of 
"Common Ground", the survey mentions world conferences, inter-church &id, joint 
help for the Protestant Pavilion at the Brussels Exhibition, and church union 
“achievements or deliberations". 


Dr. Honor Newell of the London Missionary Socitty writes in the issue on 
ihe Ministry of Healing", She is serving at Christiya Seva Sadan, Jianganj, 
India. 


The issue also includes book reviews, a directory of the International 
Missionary Council's constituent councils and an international missionary biblio- 
graphy. 


The Ecumenical Review 


The quarterly issue of The Ecumenical Review, publication of the World Council 
of Churches, opens with a statement by the WCC's general secretary, Dr. W.A. Visser 
't Hooft on the late Bishop G.K.A. Bell's life-work in the ecumenical movement. The 
issue also contains a tribute to "George Bell" by the late Bishop Hivind Berggrav 
of Norway. 


The opening section of a brochure, "One Body, One Gospel, One World", written 
by Bishop Lesslie Newbigin and just published by the International Missionary 
Council, is included in the issue. Other articles are "The Structure of Modern 
Society and the Structure of the Church" by Dr. Eberhard Mtiller, director of the 
Evangelical Academy in Bad Boll, Germany; "African Travelogue" by Dr. Egbert de 
Vries, director of the Institute of Social Studies in the Hague, Holland, and 
chairman of the WCC's Department on Church and Society; a “Commentary on the 
Report on Church Unity of the Lambeth Conference of 1958" by Dr. J. Robert Nelson, 
dean of the Divinity School at Vanderbilt University; and "The Lambeth Conference 
of 1958 and the Plan of Church Union, North India and Pakistan", by Professor Vi. 
Devadutt of Colgate Rochester Divinity School. 


The issue closes with the usual Ecumenical Chronicle, World Council Diary and 
book reviews. BPS, Geneva 


